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So now we have a Loneliness Minister. Tracey Crouch, the Minister for 
Sport  and Civil Society, has been named by Teresa May as the new 
Minister for Loneliness, to add to her general tasks in ‘civil society’. And 
this after the Jo Cox Report noted that as many as nine million people, 
young and old, are lonely, and as many as one in ten of the elderly have 
not had a regular contact with a friend or relative for over a month. As we 
noted in our last edition, it is to be hoped that  there are no lonely people on 
The Chart, but this would seem an increasingly optimistic view.

Whilst we never thought  that  loneliness was confined to the elderly, the 
figure of nine million is nothing short  of staggering.  That is about seven 
or eight per cent of everyone in the country, including babies and toddlers! 
And it  means that it  is no good us only worrying about the old, because the 
young are nearly as likely to be suffering.  However, it does mean that  it  is 
something everyone can do something about, even it it  only means saying 
hello in a cheery fashion to everyone you see. It does always amaze when 
walking about the Chart how often you can pass others who avoid any 
greeting.  And if you greet  everyone with a smile, who knows what  that 
might  lead to. And did we help our neighbours with the recent snow - I 
hope so!

But  there is a lot more everyone can do. Make a point to knock on a 
neighbour’s door to enquire about  health, the state of the road, their 
children’s ball in your garden, the noise their children are making, please 
can you keep an eye on our dog, do you need any shopping, can I borrow a 
cup of sugar? This can and should apply to neighbours you don’t  see 
regularly, or have never seen, as well as those you like to converse with. 
Being a good neighbour is fundamental to what  we used to call society 
before  that  became a much maligned word. The BBC is now conducting a 
Loneliness Survey, which they hope will be the biggest in the world!  And 
here’s something we are going to do. My wife Pam and I are inviting 
anyone and everyone - you don’t have to be lonely - to a trial coffee 
morning, or tea morning, on 25th  April  at 11.00am. That might  also prove 
how many people read or don’t  read the editorials in Chart  News! You 
don’t have to book but you can phone if you want (01883 652113). 
Despite the number, we live on the Chart, opposite the Carpenter’s Arms. 
Just come - for an hour or so, and talk. Who knows what  benefits you 
might bring! 
An Editor

Editorial
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Our local suffragist
One hundred years 
ago in February, 
women’s suffrage 
came of age, and it 
was pretty much all 
d o w n t o t h e 
s u f f r a g e t t e s a n d 
suff ragis ts , those 
valiant women who 
risked and sometimes 
gave their lives to 
promote Votes for 
Women. With all the 
literary and political 
influences on The 
Chart at  the turn of 
the century, it was 
obvious that there 
w e r e p l e n t y o f 
supporters in this 
area.  The Suffragists 
were the f i rs t  to 
organise, setting up in 
the 1860s, and the Oxted Branch of the National Union of Women’s 
Suffrage Society (NUWSS) opened in 1909. By 1913, a woman from 
Rockfield Road in Limpsfield, Melita Seyd, was the Secretary.  The 
President  of the suffragists was Millicent  Fawcett, who believed that non-
violent campaigning would lead to constitutional change. She was to  
become the first woman to have a statue in Parliament Square. 

It  was actually a man, Jeremy Betham who first  called for women to get 
the vote, in 1818, in his Plan of Parliamentary Reform, but  it was over 40 
years before the NUWSS was formed.  Initially they focussed on 
education, employment opportunities and legal rights for women.  

Emmaline Pankhurst  set  up a breakaway and more violent  group, the  
Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) in 1903. Two years later, 
Pankhurst’s daughter and another suffragette, Annie Kenney, chose jail 
rather than a fine for obstruction. After that, hunger strikes, brutal force 

Melita Seyd, who in 1913 lived at     
Spinney Meade in Rockfield Road



6

Chart News
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September 
and December. 550 copies are distributed free of charge to every 
household on the Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters 
Arms and the bookshop in Limpsfield.  We are always on the look out 
for news and articles.  Please email them to the Editor, Neil Mackay, at  
mackay717@btinternet.com or ring 01883 723231.

Publishing Dates 2018/19
   Copy Date  Publishing Date
    Summer               26th May             19th June
    Autumn                7th September              28th September
    Winter   17th November              7th December
    Spring   23rd March              7th April
Advertising costs for 4 issues:
Page £110;  Inside covers £125;  Back cover £125;  ½ page £60;  ¼ page 
£35
Enquiries to Melanie Calver -  melaniecalver@ntlworld.com 01883 
714196
Please mention Chart News when replying to an advertisement.

feeding in prison, arson attacks and other violent  actions became the norm. In 
1913, a bomb was placed in Oxted station, which didn’t explode. The women 
had to get  a man to place the bomb (in the men’s lavatory) and that  job, it  was 
later discovered, was taken by Professor Harold Laski, teacher and political 
theorist who was Chairman of the Labour Party from 1945-46. 

In June, 1913, just before the Oxted station bomb, the most  defiant gesture of 
the suffragettes was made by Emily Wilding Davison, who was fatally injured 
when she stepped out  onto the race course at  Epsom in front  a horse belonging 
to King George V.  The violence probably acted against the movement. 
Winston Churchill said their cause had probably “marched backwards”.  It 
was not until after the First  World War, when more than a million women had 
gone out to work, that  The Representation of the People Act  1918 was passed, 
and  some women got  the vote. The WSPU was dissolved in 1917 and the 
limited franchise was actually a victory for the gradualist approach of the 
NUWSS. Ten years later, universal suffrage was introduced.

David Wickham
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Over the eight  years since we have been wassailing at the Community 
Orchard we have had many different and dramatic types of weather to 
contend with, from hurricane force winds which completely demolished 
our gazebos and sent them flying round the Orchard…..to floods bad 
enough to need a completely new route and set of steps constructed at the 
11th hour. This year the forecast was for rain……it said rain several days 
before and again on the day. But somehow we didn’t really believe that it 
would rain ALL day. So we decided to go ahead…..the bonfire was built 
in the pouring rain, but we were ready with dry wood and (our secret) 
driest of dry fir cones which were all ready and prepared. It  was covered 
in layers of plastic and weighed down with logs.  The tarpaulins which we 
borrow from the Guides were duly hung over ropes between the Scots 
Pines right  at  the back of the Orchard, and lights were hung from many of 
the fruit trees and along the woodland path. The mulled cider was brewed, 
the sausages cooked, the apple cake assembled and we were ready despite 
the continuing rain. 

At the British Legion our wassailers were assembling, torches were being 
lit, and the drummers (a new addition for 2018) were poised for action.
Then they were off…..the procession wound its lazy way along the roads 
and paths over the common to the Orchard footpath through the trees. It 
was a magical sight  and even though the rain was still falling it didn’t 

The very wet Wassail 
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seem to matter. We were here to Wassail…..and indeed that’s what  we did. The 
King Tree was praised and a libation of cider poured on, salt was thrown and 
toast left for the robins. 

Three HUZZARS and a huge racket  is sent up by the gathered wassailers, 
beating drums, banging sticks and shouting….oh such shouting….all to frighten 
off the devils and ensure a good fruit  crop for the year. By this time the Wassail 
bowl is being repeatedly filled and passed from person to person….all greeting 
each other with Waes Hael, Waes Hael.

More singing followed but  by this time the main emphasis was on enjoying the 
warmth of the bonfire and the delicious cider and apple cake. We didn’t even 
notice but by the end of the festivities it had even stopped raining. 

It  is a delight to participate in this joyous celebration with such an ancient 
history. It  can only go ahead with the help of many people generous with their 
time and expertise. This year we must thank Rosemary Buchan for co-
ordinating everything, Ian Green for his bonfire skills, Peter Tindall for his 
torch making expertise, Andrew Claringbull as Wassail Master and many many 
others who baked cakes, cooked sausages, served drinks and helped in myriad 
other ways.
Helen Ellson Chair Limpsfield Orchard Committee 
(helenellson205 @btinternet.com)) 

ARNOLD HEIJMER

CLOCKMAKER
B.H.I. Qualified horologist,est. 27 yrs

REPAIR & RESTORATION OF
Clocks and Barometers

      Wheel and pinions made
       Dials restored
       All work guaranteed
       Free estimates

LIMPSFIELD CHART
01883 722257
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The great flying adventure!
Sold at last!

The little church of St. Sylvan, tucked away in Staffhurst Wood, has finally 
been sold, for £746,000.  Its main stained glass window has been in 
St.Andrew’s Church for some years, while St. Sylvan’s was being prepared 
for sale as a private house, but otherwise it  was exactly as it  was when 
services, and marriages were held in it  for many years. It had been a mission 
and then partly converted to house a resident priest, with the main room 
being used for church services. There were numerous difficulties when it 
came to the market  three years ago, with no-one being quite sure who 
owned the property, and then being unsure where the boundaries were. But 
the Estate Agents in Oxted reported huge interest. Eventually it  was sold to 
someone who passed it on straightaway to two developers who have turned 
the old church into a unique residential property, with four bedrooms and a 
modern kitchen. They have have even kept the original bell!

DW
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STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD.

Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and 
Repairs, General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements

FREE ESTIMATES
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED

TEL: 01732 863183
MOBILE: 07980 607491

Paints • Wood Treatments 

Wallpapers • Fabrics • Blinds

Ladders & Steps

Brushes & Rollers

Everything decorating

A  F A M I LY  B U S I N E S S  W I T H  
O V E R  1 3 0  B R A N C H E S

27-33 Brighton Road   REDHILL RH1 6PF    
Tel 01737 764242  redhill@brewers.co.uk

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE

PATTERN BOOKS ON FREE LOAN

AMPLE FREE PARKING
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The Barman’s Choice
Despite being mildly rebuked I was delighted to 
receive an email, via an editor, from a 
correspondent living  near Limoux in Southern 
France-no less. Geoff Tidy (a very well known 
Chart  name) moved to the Languedoc-
Roussillon region a year or so ago and is very 
fortunate to be living in the largest wine 
growing area of France and no doubt 
discovering and enjoying many delicious wines. 
He was a little surprised that  I had not 
mentioned, in my last article on sparkling wines, 
his local famous ‘sparkler’  Blanquette de 
Limoux,  first  recorded in 1531, long before 
Champagne was produced. Blanquette de 
Limoux is made by the ‘traditional method’ 
which I described. There are three different 
types and one at least is stocked by Tesco and at  
£10 or so a bottle is excellent  value and should 
be added to my previous recommendations. 
Thank you Geoff!

Recently I have been researching white wines 
with ‘everyday drinking’ in mind. Perhaps 
before lunch or supper whilst chatting or as an 
accompaniment  to a bridge evening. Too many 
suggestions to taste but I have had two thoughts 
from a local connoisseur, both recent vintages from the Marlborough district  of 
New Zealand. Villa Maria Sauvignon Blanc is a fresh and crisp wine, excellent 
for drinking on its own. The second rejoices in the name of Russian Jack 
Sauvignon Blanc,  more intense and concentrated than the former and much more 
pleasant than the name may infer. Both these wines are obtainable at  your local 
Majestic can be purchased for £7.99 a bottle while their special discount  applies,  
plus the Chart News discount. 

Finally, in one of my earlier pieces I wrote about  Chateau de Pitray. The 2014 
vintage was recently described by one eminent  national newspaper wine 
correspondent as being one of her top 40 best value clarets. It  is obtainable at 
Majestic and our discount will apply .

Brian Harris
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H20 PLUMBING
General Plumbing Services

Alterations
Bathroom Installations
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Free Quotes
City & Guild Trained
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Tel: 01883 712523
Mobile 07876 450420
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Gone	Fishing

The 2018 Chart Fair: Save the Date!
This year’s Chart Fair will be organised jointly by St Andrew’s Church and the 
Chart Community and will take place on Limpsfield Chart on 23rd June 2018, 
from 12.00 to 16.00, as a much expanded event. It  will be based around the 
Carpenters Arms as well as St Andrew’s Church Hall with stalls at both places 
and events taking place on the grassy area between the two venues. We intend 
closing Tally Road between Post Office Row and Moorhouse Road so that the 
Pub Car Park, the road in front  of the Pub and the area adjacent to the Church 
will be used for stalls, linking the two venues with a small number of stalls 
crossing the National Trust  land.  There will be food and drink at both venues, 
with tea, coffee, cakes and soft  drinks available near the Bouncy Castle located 
outside the Church Hall, and also the Carpenters Arms.  The stalls will be a mix 
of commercial organisations, voluntary organisations and clubs. Organisations 
which are already signed up include: Squerryes Sparkling Wine; the new Guitar 
shop (located in Moreton’s old shop), the Westerham Cycle Shop, Fair Trade, 
Phoenix Cards and Gifts and Platform Property. We are contacting voluntary 
groups such as the local Brownies, the National Trust Volunteers, the First 
Responders, the Woodhouse Centre and the Kent and Surrey Ambulance.   And 
we hope to have Face Painting, Plants, Toys, Books and Bric-a-Brac to name a 
few things! If you are reading this and have an idea for an amusing stall… or 
would like to run a stall or give a hand in any way, please do get in touch!  We 
are exploring several events including the popular annual Dog Show, a Tug of 
War, a Raffle, a Chocolate Tombola as well as  Morris Dancers, and visits by 
the local hounds and Heavy Horses. The Fair will be opened at  12 noon by a 
Special Guest. The St  Andrew’s Bell ringers will be performing from 11.30 to 
12 noon to encourage you to attend. We hope to organise local Singers to 
perform around 12.30pm.  All the proceeds will be split between St Andrews 
Church and the Chart Community. We hope these will be large enough to 
undertake a project  for the Chart that will bring pleasure to all members of the 
Chart Community. We are seeking views on this.  There is a survey 
questionnaire available at  the Carpenters Arms and at the Church and we would 
welcome your views.  Already, it has been suggested that the playground area 
would benefit from some  swings or some outdoor fitness equipment.

If you would like to help us organise what  we hope will be the biggest event 
yet, please get  in touch.   Please put  the date in your diary and do come and join 
in what we believe will be a fun-packed day!

Diana Davy
Planning Group Convenor Diana.green_davy@icloud.com

mailto:Diana.green_davy@icloud.com
mailto:Diana.green_davy@icloud.com
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A touch of Folklore?The Chart  Fair may be able to provide some 
money for a toddler swing for the e playground 
opposite the cricket  pitch. Currently there is 
nothing for tiny tots to play on there. At a 
meeting of the Limpsfield Council in March, 
they were keen to support  the idea, but needed 
some seed money and felt  they wanted more 
indication from the community to ensure the 
swing would be well used. If you are interested 
in having a swing, then please ring or write to 
Bob Harvey at  the Limpsfield Council 
(clerkatlpc@gmail.com) and tell him! I have 
asked David Claridge, the chairman of the  
Limpsfield Chart  Volunteers if they have any 

THIS AUTUMN

LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE

  EXPERT KNOWLEDGE  ●   SUPER SERVICE  ●  COMPETITIVE PRICES   ●  PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

FREE 

LOCAL DELIVERY*

GREAT 

SAVINGS

IN-STORE

TODAY

 *T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be 
subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE August 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated. 

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL EXPERT IS HERE TO HELP

 2017- LP AUTUMN L A4 (GENERIC) .indd   1 22/08/2017   13:12

 LACIRTCELE DETXO
tseW daoR noitatS 6   , detxO .  PE9 8HR

:leT 445517 38810    :liamE  
 ku.oc.lacirtceledetxo@selas

funds to donate, and he will put  that to the committee at their next  meeting. 
Mark Richards is enquiring whether the National Trust  can extend the lease on 
the playground beyond the ten years which it grants at the present. There is 
definitely room for the swing, which could go directly opposite the gate 
opening on to the cricket  pitch, and we could even put  a fence at right angles 
to the perimeter fence to stop people being kicked by the swing.   The swing 
illustrated is guaranteed for 20 years but  costs about £2000. That does  seem a 
huge amount. Neil Mackay suggested that  the National Trust  Volunteers could 
use some of the oak  we are cutting at  the moment (see page 16) to make the 
posts, and erect  it  ourselves, but I am not sure sure how that would fit  int with 
the insurance.  DW

mailto:lpc@gmail.com
mailto:lpc@gmail.com
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National Trust – Lead Ranger’s Report
 
You may have seen or heard that we have recently felled approximately ten oak 
trees from the woodland within Ridlands Grove. This thinning work is part  of 
our ongoing woodland management  work on Limpsfield Common. Thinning is 
often the most important  thing that you can do to influence the growth and 
health of woodland. By ensuring proper spacing of the remaining trees, the 
thinning process can reduce overcrowding and relieve stress on the remaining 
trees. The thinning process will also allow more light  to reach the woodland 
floor, encouraging an ‘understorey’ of small plants, shrubs and trees to grow. 
 
The timber from the felled trees will be removed off site later in the spring when 
it will be milled into items that  can be used on Limpsfield Common, and other 
local National Trust  properties; for example way marker posts, step repairs, nest 
boxes and even material to restore important historical buildings. Some of the 
branch material will be left on site to create habitat piles and for material for 
children to use for making woodland camps. And we need to put new way 
markers on the common quite urgently as we have over the last few months seen 
an increase in horse riders and cyclists using footpaths instead of the designated 
bridleways. This has led to a number of footpaths, partially due to the wetter 
weather, being churned up and in some locations nearly impassable for walkers. 
We are very conscious though that  the signage on the internal footpaths and 
bridleways is poor so it is easy for users to accidently use the wrong path. With 
new way markers, designated rights of way will be much clearer which should 
hopefully see an end to the incorrect use of the rights of way on the common.

One bridleway that  was in a poor condition was the one that  runs north of 
Ridlands Lane, just  opposite the children’s playground, towards the A25. This 
bridleway had become overgrown with low vegetation that was encroaching 
onto the track, making it  hard for larger horses and their riders to pass along. 
The encroaching vegetation also meant that the surface of the track seldom dried 
out, making it very muddy during wetter periods. The Limpsfield volunteers 
have recently cut back the vegetation along this bridleway as part of our 
ongoing woodland management work. Internal rides like this one are very 
important  structural elements within a woodland, providing valuable habitat  for 
a wide range of wildlife. The areas between the edge of the ride and the more 
established woodland will provide a varied age structure of vegetation which 
will also benefit a range of insects and mammals as it  will create a link between 
the open areas and the woodland.
 
Mark Richards 07770 887679
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0.89% (+Vat) 

Standard fee

We accompany 

EVERY viewing

We include the BEST 

professional photography

Open 8am-8pm 

7 days a week

Nothing to pay until the 

sale completes

We advertise on 35+ websites 

including Rightmove, Prime 

Location & Zoopla

Offices in Oxted, Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells + our hub in Edenbridge 
(We cover large areas, if you are unsure if we cover you please call us)

We offer £120 to anyone recommending us a property to sell
keep this flyer and give to anyone you know looking to move – there are no limit of vouchers available!

Do NOT instruct an estate agent until you have spoken to Platform Property!

OXTED & CATERHAM

01883 460373
SEVENOAKS

01732 617212
TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 300945

Does your local estate 

agent do all of this?

platformproperty.co.uk enquiries@platformproperty.co.uk
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highland wildlife photography

Good Service!
On my final nurse training day 
at  King’s College Hospital in 
S o u t h L o n d o n I h a d a n 
interview with the Matron and 
on leaving she invited me to 
join the King’s College Hospital 
Nurses’ League, which was set 
up in 1924, as a Life Member. 
We were all prepared for this so 
I did have £5.00 in my hot 
sticky hands.  The aims of the 
League included publishing an 
annual Journal.  Little did I 
know that  in 1977 I would be 
invited to become Editor of this 
Journal and also to find a 
printer!  All accomplished and 
here I am with my 40th Journal 
this year.  Progress and advanced technology from using my Father’s 
typewriter to my computer! I did find a printer who was in Otford, Kent and I 
learnt so much from him.  After Brian’s retirement his replacement Gary has 
enabled us to continue to print  a Journal. This is sent  to over 1,300 League 
Members worldwide each March who trained at King’s or who have worked 
there for a year. From 36 pages in 1978 to 120 this year, black and white to 
include colour, the Journal is certainly a communication between its Members 
with their contribution. About 30 League Members arrive early March each 
year at St Andrew’s Hall to the annual ‘stuffing’ of the Journal when we mail 
the Journal out to our members.  In May I am told that I am to be very 
honoured to become a Patron of the King’s College Hospital Nurses’ League 
at  their Annual General Meeting for the 40 years as Editor, normally given on 
retirement from office.  I plan to carry on for hopefully a few more years!

Brenda Pottle

International Crime in Limpsfield

A man went  to buy his paper at the Memorial Stores, paying with one of the 
new plastic £10 notes.  “They are great” he said, and told the story of the day 
before when his wife had seized his trousers and put them in the washing 
machine.  Unfortunately he had left his treasured ostrich skin wallet  in the 
trousers.  The wallet was sadly a write off but the new plastic notes were fine.

“Ah” said the lady behind the till “so your wife is into money laundering”.
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To 
ADVERTISE 

in the 
Chart News 

please contact 
Melanie Calver  

 01883 714196 or email 
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com

A quarter  page only costs

£35
for four issues

Half and full pages 
 pro rata
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Haven	of	Hope	at	Risk
Having enjoyed the happiness of a loving home for 53 years, I was deeply 
appalled to discover that only a few miles away, some women and children 
know only fear and cruelty in theirs.  If they manage to escape, they remain 
fearful of pursuit, even at their safe place. One such mother was horrified to 
realise that  her abusive husband had hacked into her mobile phone to send a 
threatening message that he knew where they were and would come to get 
them.  Unsurprisingly, the addresses of those safe places are known only to 
those involved with running them and volunteers whom they trust.  The 
women’s refuge in our area under the auspices of the Reigate and Banstead 
Women’s Aid (RBWA) opened in 1984.   St  Andrew’s first became involved 
in 2016, offering them half our Harvest  gifts.  The manager was delighted but 
explained that for security reasons, we couldn’t take them straight  to the 
house.  Therefore my husband Brian and I met her and a colleague in the car 
park of a local pub and transferred all the boxes from our boot to theirs.  

St Andrew’s continues to support  the refuge and this year we were allowed to 
take Harvest  gifts to the house.  As I approached it, I began a steep learning 
curve.    First, there was no front  door; where it had originally been is now 
part of a front room.  Beyond that  I noticed a CCTV camera above a stout 
wooden door with a discreetly positioned entry phone. A voice responded to 
me, the gate was unlocked and opened.  A small boy, perhaps three years old, 
appeared. Promptly coming to me he said, smiling, “I’m George”  (not his 
real name, for security reasons).  George told me he was going out with his 
Mummy.  I commented to the manager on how happy and relaxed they 
seemed.   She agreed but added that on their arrival four  months previously, 
mother had been in great distress and little George terrified.  

In January, we delivered St  Andrew’s donation of Christmas toys.  Now the 
staff feel they can trust us, we were invited on a ground floor tour. We were 
impressed with the friendly, welcoming atmosphere, the cheerful, light  rooms 
and scrupulous cleanliness everywhere.  In the dining room we met  an Indian 
lady with a two month old baby and nearby, a Muslim lady feeding fried egg 
and baked beans to her little daughter in her high chair.  Everyone seemed 
relaxed and happy; the toddler returned my wave and, beaming, raised her 
arms for me to lift  her out  of her high chair….. I didn’t as her smiling Mum 
had the next spoonful poised!

I expressed surprise to the manager that women from Asian or Muslim 
cultures ever escaped and she explained that it took them much longer. One 
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Chart Childhood

Muslim woman’s first  chance to escape was the middle of the night when the 
man happened to leave the house. She rang the police who immediately 
collected her and the children and brought them to the refuge   For women 
like her, the refuge has a 24 hour contact  system in place. The residents’ 
gratitude for the help they receive is touching and humbling.  The refuge is 
run by seven staff, five of whom are themselves survivors of domestic abuse.  
Over an average year, they support 45 adults and 60 children, guiding them to 
new lives.   They provide counselling for women; play therapy for children; 
1:1 trips out for children; a six week intensive ‘Freedom Programme’ aimed at 
breaking the cycle of domestic abuse; an ethnic minorities specialist, who 
speaks Urdu, Hindi and Punjabi, and brand new basic necessities such as 
bedding, toiletries, china, cutlery and saucepans which they take to their new 
homes.  The Chief Executive Officer,  the Finance Manager and Services 
Manager/Play Therapist are full-time.  The others are part-time: two domestic 
abuse advocates, the Children’s Advocate and the Maintenance Officer.  Rates 
of pay are poor. Elsewhere a qualified play therapist will receive between £60 
- £80 per hour, but here, less than £14.  All staff work unpaid hours/overtime.

The refuge currently receives approximately £260k from all sources and the 
running costs exhaust it all. The Housing Benefit, provided by the Department 
of Work and Pensions (DWP) benefits system, the only guaranteed financial 
stream for the refuge’s sustainable planning, represents 40% of the refuge’s 
income. The Government intends to remove this from the DWP for 
distribution by the Local Authority (LA), claiming it  is ring-fenced for named 
groups requiring supported housing.  However, LAs do not have a statutory 
duty to fund refuges and the latter’s services are not restricted to local women.  
Contrastingly, our refuge prepares women and children in six months for 
fresh lives in new homes the staff and their contacts find for them.  
  
Loss of Housing Benefit  could decimate the refuge network nationwide; 
closures, including our local refuge, would expose victims to increased risk of 
injury or death. More severe sentences for domestic abusers after May 2018, 
and a future Domestic Violence and Abuse Bill are jam tomorrow.  LAs’ 
monies fail to cover existing  demands.   However, community commitment 
remains.   Donations of clean women’s and/or children’s clothes in good 
condition left at  the back of the church will augment  my next delivery. Every 
£1 Tandridge Lottery ticket bought from the refuge brings it  50p; a monthly 
direct-debit, say £4, would be even better. In times of desperate need our 
small contributions would help save lives.  

Eileen Perryer
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Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058
www.daysgarage.co.uk

Serving the community since 1957

Your local
one stop
car repairers

DAYSGARAGE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

UNIPART
CAR CARE

CENTRE

alex jones 
funeral directors & monumental masons 

 

Renowned Caring Service  
Offering Day & Night Attention 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 

Home Visits Available 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest 
Monumental Masonry 

 

OXTED 01883 730383 
92 Station Road East | Oxted 

Surrey | RH8 0QA 

 

LINGFIELD 01342 832534 
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield  

Surrey | RH7 6EP 

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047 
29-31 High Street | Edenbridge 

Kent | TN8 5AD 

FOREST ROW 01342 822399 
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row  

East Sussex | RH18 5EZ 

www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
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David Gresham House

Chart Cricket Club: Plans for 2018  
It  has been a busy January and February for the Cricket  Club as we prepare for 
the 2018 season.  In January we had our best  attended AGM in living memory, 
a great  sign of the strength of the Club.  We swiftly followed that  with our first 
6-a-side indoor tournament  and we ended January with the new members 
event  we publicised in the last  edition.  Our efforts online, in the local papers 
and with posters led to five new faces attending the new members event, and 
we hope they all become regular players.

As February came our winter training kicked off.  Our adult  members are 
training every Tuesday evening at 18.30-19.30 at Hazelwood School (new 
faces always welcome) and our winter coaching programme for under 10s and 
under 14s has also started.

Our AGM saw a bit of a changing of the guard with five new members elected 
to the committee.  It also saw our Chairman of five years Nigel Bland step 
down and pass the baton to me.   Nigel took over as Chairman when the Club 
was struggling.  Under Nigel’s leadership we have restored stability to both 
our membership numbers and our finance, laying the foundations for long-
term sustainability.  At the AGM we recognised Nigel’s efforts by awarding 
him Honorary Life Membership, an honour we also bestowed on Oliver Blake 
our hard working groundsman.

As a committee we are busy finalising our Club Development Plan.  We are 
setting ourselves some ambitious targets.  Our first  area of focus is junior 
cricket; we wish to increase our number of qualified coaches, introduce a third 
junior cricket team and successfully apply for the ECB Clubmark (an external 
accreditation for our Club and our Child Safeguarding standards).  Our second 
area of focus is around improving our facilities.  With the weather becoming 
increasingly unpredictable we have applied for a small grant  through the ECB 
to secure funding to purchase some pitch covers.  We expect  to hear whether 
we have been successful in early March.  We are also in the early stages of 
engaging in discussions with The National Trust  regarding our options to 
renovate the Clubhouse and install some cricket  nets, ahead of considering 
any planning consent  that  may be required.  Both of these projects will take 
time and require significant  fundraising which is a great link into the last news 
I wanted to share.
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I am delighted that  we have been accepted as a ‘good cause’ by Tandridge 
Together Lottery.  For only £1 a ticket you could win up to £25,000 each 
week.  For every ticket sold through our page the Club receives 50 pence 
with another 10 pence going towards other local good causes.  We would be 
incredibly grateful if the readers of Chart News would consider supporting 
the Club by purchasing a regular £1 ticket  through our page link.  Any funds 
received will be spent  on equipment for our junior players, training more 
coaches and on long-term fundraising efforts for cricket  nets, all essential to 
increasing the opportunities for local children to play sport.
www.tandridgelottery.co.uk/support/limpsfield-chart-cricket-club
Finally, a date for your diary – the Chart  Festival on Sunday 1st July.  The 
day will consist  of three teams again from the Club, combined Church and 
Pub XI and a Titsey Estate XI.

Pete O’Rourke 
pete.s.orourke@gmail.com

 

http://www.tandridgelottery.co.uk/support/limpsfield-chart-cricket-club
http://www.tandridgelottery.co.uk/support/limpsfield-chart-cricket-club
mailto:pete.s.orourke@gmail.com
mailto:pete.s.orourke@gmail.com
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“Plus ca change, plus c'est  la meme chose”....”   the more things change, the 
more they remain exactly the same.  How true is that?  Ethelind Fearon, you 
may recall from the winter newsletter, an author who published her 
gardening words of wisdom 60 or more years ago, mentions good seed 
varieties to grow of vegetables, and I know that  some of them are still going 
strong today, Carrot  'Chantenay', Radish 'French Breakfast', Pea 'Kelvedon 
Wonder', Runner Bean 'Streamline' and 'Prizewinner' to name a few.  When 
something has endured for decades or even centuries, unimproved by the 
scientists and defiant in the face of diseases, I think it's worth waving a flag.

It's been a cold and wet  start  to the year at the time of writing, which has 
hopefully discouraged all who had a rush of excitement  at the sight of 
snowdrops and rather early daffodils, and may have sown some seeds, or 
worse, asked for summer bedding plants at  the garden centre in February.  As 
Fearon says, don't be in a hurry to sow – to grow a crop earlier is not 
necessarily to grow it  better.  Wait  until the soil temperature is warm and 
welcoming and then make successional sowings every fortnight  right  up to 
July. (You can do this between the football run and the weekly shop).  Sow 
small quantities of everything you like (and what  the kids don't like just  to 
spite them)  to avoid gluts.  Only grow first early potatoes and EF's choice is 
'Arran Pilot'.  Potatoes after all are relatively cheap to buy but take up a lot of 
space in the garden, but  it  is hard to beat the pleasure of your own freshly 
dug spuds.

I think it's good to start seeds off indoors on a cold windowsill, planted in 
egg boxes or loo rolls (these simply biodegrade in the ground once planted).  
Another reason is that you don't  get  confused with the weeds  that come up 

Gardening Notes
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instead of, or along with your seedlings.  I think you bond more with plants 
when they are under the same roof as yourself.

One of my source books is the eccentric and highly inventive 'Lazy Kitchen 
Gardener' by John Yeoman.  Among his many resourceful ideas, is to use an 
egg box with the crushed egg shells in the base as a source of calcium for 
tomato plants.  This helps prevent  blossom end rot.  Anyhow, his ethos is best 
summarized as how to get  the max out of your (veg) garden with the 
minimum effort, cost and back ache.  He cherishes a garden encyclopaedia 
from the late 19th century, so you see why I might  like him.  For all our 
scientific advances, he points out, some of the best innovations have come 
from amateur gardeners.   Not all new advances are either new or better as I 
hinted at the start.

Once your chosen seeds are at  seedling stage, they will need to be 
acclimatised to outdoor conditions (hardened off) gradually, over 
approximately 2 weeks.  By the time we go to press, temperatures should be 
improving, but the above advice still holds.  If you sow direct  in March and 
seedlings start to emerge, they can be zapped by a sudden cold night  or at the 
very least, suffer a check in growth.  Small polytunnels or cloches can provide 
a microclimate to get seeds started in the garden.

Meanwhile, daffodils are at their peak - varieties of daffodil that  have been 
around a long time include ‘Dutch Master’, ‘Golden Harvest’ and ‘Carlton’ -  
good hybrids for naturalising in grass, but don't  be too eager to mow or tidy 
away the foliage.  It  is beneficial to remove the spent flower heads, but it  is 
not good practise to tie up the foliage – the leaves need exposure to the sun to 
photosynthesize.  It  should be left  for at least  6 weeks after flowering.  This 
may seem inordinately long.  (I can hear the mower revving from here and the 
sigh of impatience from he/she who is in charge of The Lawn), however bulbs 
will gradually starve if not  allowed to enter dormancy in the way their annual 
cycle demands.  They sit underground for most of the year waiting for their 
few weeks of glory. Let them have it!. Chill out  a bit  (My husband often says 
this to me.....do I listen?.......!......??)  and if you want to ensure an improved 
performance, feed the foliage with Tomorite soon after flowering is done.

If you or your mowing partner really can't  bear it but  still want daffodils, you 
have two options.  One is to include daffodils and other bulbs in your 
perennial borders.  This has the added advantage that fading foliage is soon 
masked by emerging perennials, or early annuals like snapdragons 
(Antirrhinums) which can be sown in late summer and often withstand frosts.

The second option is to plant early flowering daffodils such as our native 
form, the Lent  or Easter lily, Narcissus pseudonarcissus.  It's shorter than 
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The Building Professional 
Mark Elliott  FCIOB   

 30 Years Construction Experience  
Roofing – Extensions – Repair / Refurbishment – Alterations / Conversions 

Property Maintenance – Decorating – Kitchens – Bathrooms 
 

Call Mark for a Fast  Friendly Service  

 Telephone:  01883  348579    Mobi le :  07966  588985  
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Custom Interiors by Morag 
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for house renovations, extensions 
and room updates 
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Tel No.  
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many of the modern hybrids and blooms in Feb/March.  You won't  see it  in 
many garden centres, but  bulbs can be ordered online and are well worth 
having, being of vigorous disposition.  Deeper yellow trumpets with paler 
yellow petals and light scent. It takes a few years to get into its flowering 
stride so don't worry at  the initial shyness.  Obviously, bulbs can be enjoyed 
in containers too – tulips, I think, really look good, but  a little more TLC is 
required to ensure they thrive in restricted space.   Don't forget  Pashley 
Manor, near Wadhurst,  for the Tulip Festival – April 24th-May 8th this year.   

This year, inspired by the enthusiasm declared by one of my regular 
customers at  the garden centre, I have decided to try out a good old 
fashioned flower, the Gladiolus.  It's stiffly upright stems have always 
seemed out of place in the garden to me, but perhaps they are just  the job for 
diverting attention from fading bulbs?  Plant corms as early as mid February 
if no penetrating frosts are occurring, otherwise wait until the soil has 
warmed a bit.   Plant  with a trowel on a bed of sand if drainage isn't  good, 
6-8” apart in the ground.  Flowering time is approximately 90 days after 
planting.  If some successional planting is done right  up to July in this part  of 
the country, you can have flowers up to the first  frosts, before corms need to 
be lifted and stored for the winter.  In this neck of the woods, that  could even 
be November; they don't all need staking (plant lots of them to support  each 
other!) and they are low allergen – so good news for hayfever sufferers.  
Some new varieties include 'Casablanca', 'Rosiebee Red', 'Plum Tart' and 
'Mon Amour'. They are ideal cut  flowers and one of my trusty second hand 
books tells me they work really well in the vegetable garden too, should any 
freshly tilled vacancies occur.  Although drought tolerant, Gladioli benefit 
from moisture retentive, manure enriched soil.  When you water, water well 
so that  water penetrates to the roots, or the roots will seek out  scant  surface 
water by heading north and weakening.   Hardy varieties like G. byzantinus 
are worth having, if a little invasive.  Another  spreading flower that  will 
flourish in free draining soil is Alstroemeria, another good one for flower 
arranging.  I'm hoping the exotic looking trumpets with tigerish stripes and 
deep pink/orange/yellow mixtures are going to flourish in my garden.  Long 
flowering season from June to first frosts.

We all need colour, both in our gardens and in our lives.

Sow some seeds you haven't  tried before or grow something different  this 
year and feel invited to share what happened.  “Remember, plants are like 
people: they're all different and a little bit strange”. So said John Kehoe.
 
Emily Tawse
gardeneye@outlook.com

mailto:gardeneye@outlook.com
mailto:gardeneye@outlook.com
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY

  4th March – 9th June 2018

St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian worship and to serve our 

locality.  Please do contact the Minister in Charge, Revd Wendy Harvey, or Revd 

Ruth Rainbird about baptisms, weddings, funerals or other matters.

REGULAR SERVICES

Sunday  8am Said Eucharist 10am Sung Eucharist with hymns

Children and families are welcome every Sunday but on the first Sunday in the 

month the service is especially child friendly. There are always activities at the 

back of the Church for the children.  

Monday 6 - 6.45pm Meditation Group   Wednesday 9am Morning Prayer

CHILDREN’S CHURCH Monday 3.15 -4.30

There are activities, fun, games and refreshments in the hall, stories and songs in 

the Church.  This is for children and toddlers up to 10 years with their parents.

26th March and 30th April 

EVENTS

Coffee Morning in The Carpenters Arms Tuesday 10.30 -12 noon

3rd April, 1st May, 5th June

Community Hearing Aid Clinic Monday 2.30 -3.30 St Andrew’s Hall

9th April, 7th May, 4th June

St Andrew’s Away Morning Saturday 24th March 10 for 10.15 -2pm with a 

Celebration lunch, St John’s Church, Hurst Green

A Big Conversation to talk about the life of St Andrew’s

Chart Fair Saturday 23rd June 12 noon to 4pm

SERVICES

Sunday 11th March 10am Mothering Sunday

Sunday 25th March 10am Palm Sunday

Wednesday 28th March  8pm Tenebraes (Service of Shadows)

Thursday 29th March  6pm Seder supper 

Friday 30th March 10am Good Friday followed by Hot Cross Buns

Sunday 1st April 10am Easter Day

REGISTER

      28th December (2017)  Wedding of Nigel Thomas and Catherine Fosta

      3rd February                  Baptism of Isabel Vera Grout

      19th February                Service of Thanksgiving for Jocelyn Critchett

      28th February                Funeral Service for Elsie Carr-Locke
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WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S

Minister in Charge Revd Wendy Harvey 01883 723153

Team Rector
           Vicar

Revd James Percival
Revd Vincent Short

01883 712512
01959 577289

Honorary Curate

Reader

Team Communications
Administrator

Revd Ruth Rainbird

Dr Sue Compton

Caroline Campbell
comms@lltm.org.uk

01883 713683

01883 730522

 01883 712512

Church Wardens Diana Davy
Michael Rainbird

01883 714282
01883 713683

Treasurer Melanie Calver 01883 714196

PCC Secretary Brenda Pottle 01883 715980

Captain of Bells Ian Day 01959 561691

Choir Shanie Kirkwood 01883 722107

Church Cleaning Brenda Pottle 01883 715980

Church Flowers Shanie Kirkwood 01883 722107

Church Garden Bruce Buckingham 01732 864276

Electoral Roll Officer Brenda Pottle 01883 715980

Good Neighbours
Organisers

Elizabeth Roberts
Ann Fletcher

01883 722369
01883 713888

Health and Safety Officer Position vacant

Organists Jim Cessford
Mary McGregor
Brenda Pottle
Tony Wiltshire

01883 717100
01883 723257
01883 715980
01959 524887

Sacristan Ann Fletcher 01883 713888

Safeguarding Officers Clare Carr-Locke
Brenda Pottle

01883 723289
01883 715980

St Andrew’s Hall Bookings Lorna Tooth
lornathursfield@yahoo.com.uk

 01883 730310

The Chart News is a combined effort by two editors, an 
editorial board of five, numerous helpers who deliver the 
copies and professional proof readers who do the most 
valuable job of all, and a first rate and very helpful 
printer.  Many thanks to all of them.
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               Priests’s  Letter
What  has been the happiest  moment of your life?  Was it  the moment  SHE 
said yes? Was it  the moment  you first  held your new baby in your arms?  
Was it  that big commission you earned, a new house you bought, when you 
passed your final exams, when something you had worked on for years 
suddenly came to fruition?  When the larder was full of jam and the freezer 
full of fruit  and vegetables?  That  glorious holiday when the sun shone 
every day and everyone played happily together? Or like me, suddenly 
realizing that God’s everlasting arms are always there no matter how bad 
life can be.

We all have happy moments that  we can remember and are grateful for.  I 
imagine the disciples were feeling pretty depressed and miserable when 
their leader was snatched away from them and crucified.  It is hard to think 
just  how joyful they must have been when they discovered that he was still 
indeed alive, although in a different  way.  Although this fact  took a while to 
sink in and for them to understand, when they did understand must  have 
been the happiest moments in their lives. At  Easter we remember that  Jesus 
is alive, beyond all the pain and difficulty he bore, we remember that he 
continues to be with us, to hear us, to share our sorrows as well as our joys.  
At Easter we can remember that this is true for us all.  Christ’s resurrection 
reminds us that evil will never triumph, that  in the end his way of goodness, 
humility and love will always succeed.  He came to show us this truth.

So how do we share all the joy we experience in our lives with one another 
here on the Chart.  By meeting up as we go about  our daily lives, by 
meeting at the church or the pub or the hall or one another’s house, by 
chatting to one another and helping each other.  This summer we have the 
Chart Fair coming up on 24th June.  This is something we can all be 
contributing to and be involved in.  Or you might  be one of those lucky 
people who have a hearing aid and who come to our free tea and hearing aid 
sessions in the hall on the first  Monday of the month.  You might want to be 
celebrating 100 years since the end of the First  World War and you can join 
our celebration dinner too. 

Or course here on the Chart  in Springtime we are so lucky to have such 
beautiful woods, full of bluebells this year, looked after so wonderfully by 
Mark and the band of woodland fairies. So enjoy yourselves, rejoice and be 
glad that spring is here and that God loves us all.

Blessings
Wendy
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Contact Nick Tappin on 01883 733841

Amaz!ng

The alphabest of  Ha-zelwood School

For details of the school’s forthcoming Open Days,  
please visit www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk

It’s the characters of  the pupils that  

make the school unique and special



34

We have no ordinary tandem.  It  knocks down into two 20kg standard suitcases 
also containing a tent, tools, drinking bottles all padded by our waterproofs so 
we can fly with our tandem to anywhere.  It  was made to our specification with  
14 gears.  Our hot and cold weather clothes go as hand baggage in a 7 kg 
pannier each, which disciplines us only to take what really matters.  We must 
also be able to dress smartly when needed in hotels or monasteries along the 
way.

Planning for the 1400 km circular island-hopping tour from Kyoto on Honshu, 
across Shikoku, around Kyushu and back to Honshu was flexible as we did not 
know how we would be influenced by typhoon weather, landslides on steep 
mountain passes, roads deep in dust from new volcanic eruptions or tired legs.  
In the event  we had all of the above.  The mountains of Japan are high and 
steep.  On some days we pedalled our tandem, with its 200 kg all-up weight 
including us, over passes totalling 2500 metres of sweaty subtropical climbing.  
The descents were fast  and we consumed three sets of disc brake pads.  Roads 
are well maintained by locally resident  gangs who always bowed as we sped by.  
Detailed navigation was by GPS maps downloaded before we went which had 
kanji script  place names and guided our way through labyrinthine towns along 
passages between factories, washing lines and fresh fish tanks barely wider than 
our handlebars.  The GPS also enabled us to take brave short cuts on unpaved 
tracks through persimmon plantations, forests and rice fields.  Some worked 

      Japan by Tandem!
Belinda Martin gave a talk to the Chart Ladies Dinner last 
November about cycling round Southern Japan on a tandem.  It 
went down so well we thought everyone should hear about it.
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READY FOR HOLIDAYS? 

SPANISH and FRENCH language tuition 

 One to one £10.00 an hour, small groups ( 3 or less ) £25.00/3h 

Including free lunch for small groups 

Spanish Football lessons for kids too ! £7 hour  

Eduardo/Christopher 

07814439947 

Email address: georgieboy12@ymail.com 

HAVE FUN LEARNING! 

 

 

 GARDENERS/CLEANERS 
 

Experienced Handy Man 

Small jobs, gardening, cleaning Local Limpsfield Village 

£10.00 an hour 

Eduardo/Christopher 

07814439947 

Email address: Georgieboy12@ymail.com 

well and others ‘enriched our experiences’ such as where we  had to unload and 
carry the bike shoulder-high up a wet ravine. 

The many highlights included staying as guests at  two different Buddhist 
monasteries in Koyasan; our first  of almost  daily experiences of hot  spring 
bathing, morning prayer chanting, sleeping on the floor on pretty stiff tatami cane 
mats and eating intricately 5 coloured 5 textured foods with chopsticks sitting 
cross legged up to tiny carved tables.  We soon found that our calorie intake when 
eating locally did not match our pedalling effort  as we rapidly lost  weight.  We 
therefore usually made up a more western picnic lunch from ingredients bought 
in ubiquitous minimarkets which also had immaculately clean toilet facilities.

Toilets are a Japanese electrotechnical art-form comprehensively catering for 
every bodily function known to man, and to woman plus some surprises! Foot 
cleanliness, like all cleanliness is important  so we often had three different types 
of slippers to wear as we moved from the concrete porch to the steep wooden 
internal stairs to the toilet.  Of course no slippers are allowed in the bedroom.  

 Japanese garden architecture justifies the visit  in its own right  with centuries-old 
trees meticulously supported on steel crutches, manicured dry pea-gravel 
monastery gardens raked into swirling patterns punctuated by critically 
positioned rocks, koi ponds and sinuous canals with classically Japanese bridges 
creating formal but  peaceful vistas through cherry and miniature maple boughs of 
autumnal perfection.  
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Every night stop was different  ranging from a bare room above a smoky 
Korean meat  grill through village ryokans (inns) and a wild migrating crane 
observatory hostel via one or two rather special hotels to Airbnb.  The latter 
had the great advantage of being internet-connected and was often managed 
by a student or internationally minded person who was keen to talk to us in 
English and to show us special places off the beaten track. At the end of up to 
8 hours a day in the saddle we appreciated the hot usually communal onsens 
(baths) where no clothes are worn, including at  the huge public onsens.  This 
daily routine involves very thorough washing and rinsing well away from and 
before immersion in the crystal clear hot resting baths built  of timber or stone 
and frequently fed geothermally at  42 degrees centigrade.  Sleeping was never 
a problem and temperatures ranged from the humid coastal margins to high 
mist-draped mountain ranges where we had open fires or electric heaters to 
warm the thin duvets placed upon the ubiquitous tatami sleeping mats.  Our 
pillows were frequently rolled up clothes or simply our pannier bags. We did 
visit  Osaka, Kyoto, Nara, Nagasaki and other large conurbations which were 
always a maelstrom of bright  lights, shops brimming with every imaginable 
electrical gadget, smoke-filled pachinko (one armed bandit) halls where 
besuited salarymen spend their earnings and evenings, cars and motorcycles 
everywhere, fresh food stalls and small restaurants ranging from just four 
chairs to the lavish with burners under the tables to keep boiling fish and 
vegetable soup hot. 

Japanese come to their larger tourist  sites and hire colourful and very flattering 
embroidered silk kimonos and tightly skewered hair for the girls and long 
robes for the men.  All large Japanese towns have ‘love hotels’ where a room 
is (apparently!) rented discreetly and anonymously for a ‘rest’ or a slightly 
longer ‘stay’ which is a product  of tightly packed houses, often occupied by 
several generations and sliding paper doors dividing the rooms.  We visited a 
Japanese opera for which the one-stringed violins and atonal singing are an 
acquired taste.  In the business entertainment district  of Kyoto geisha ladies 
with immaculate black coiffure and silk kimonos flit daintily between 
appointments to practise the ancient arts of being a decorative asset  to any 
room of men; in the most punctilious and formal of ways.  Would we go to 
Japan again?  Absolutely yes perhaps in the north to Hokkaido next time.  It 
was a rich experience, especially when we were stopped by a policeman 
because human-powered passenger vehicles are illegal in Japan.  It took us a 
while to sort  that  out  but he was left  in no  doubt  that we were both pedalling 
all of the time! 

Belinda Martin  
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Get together and 
celebrate with us 

ANYTIME

Book now for 
brilliant dining at

The Carpenters Arms
 Our menus are ever changing. Look in for a quiet meal or drink,  or  

a great get-together with friends and family. 

Ask about a private function in our newly-refurbished Garden Room. 
We can make any occasion a memorable one with great foods and 
wines and beers.

Check out our menus and get a taste of what you could be enjoying 
this Easter and throughout the year. Give us a call to book your table 
on 01883 722209 or request your table online.

http:carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk

http://thecarpentersarms.cmail20.com/t/j-l-odjdjdd-eikkkkkii-y/
http://thecarpentersarms.cmail20.com/t/j-l-odjdjdd-eikkkkkii-y/
http://thecarpentersarms.cmail20.com/t/j-l-odjdjdd-eikkkkkii-y/
http://thecarpentersarms.cmail20.com/t/j-l-odjdjdd-eikkkkkii-y/
http:carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
http:carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
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PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including

Extensions
Refurbishment

Orangeries
Loft conversions

Landscaping

References from satisfied customers available
01883 819 617
07958 590 426

5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX

CHIROPODIST
Julie A. Reynolds MSSCh, MBChA.

Health Professions Council Registered
Registered Member of The British Chiropody and Podiatry Association

Ingledale Therapy Centre
1 Tanhouse Road, Old Oxted RH8 9PE

Appointments 07766 141179



39

Times past, but not forgotten….
We’ve had two interesting notes this quarter, reflecting times past  on the 
Chart. The first, from Geoff Tidy, whose family have lived on the Chart as 
long as anyone else. He has now moved to France with his wife, but  here at 
Christmas, visiting his brother he spied a copy of our Autumn edition and 
the picture of the St. Andrew’s choir. Tidy writes: “I was surprised to see 
myself in the choir picture but  surprisingly I was able to identify all of the 
others, but naming them is difficult. I remember being cajoled by Father 
Fletcher into joining and I remained in the choir until my voice broke.”  
Does anyone else remember the choir at  that time, or can name anyone in 
the picture?

The second  ‘event’ was a letter sent to “The Occupiers” at 55 Stoneleigh 
Road, Ken and Gill Burgess. It  was from Bonnie Matters, who had bought  
the house in 1972 when she was 21 and just married.  She says she bought 
the house for £7,500, and sent Ken and Gill the estate agent’s blurb! Bonnie 
was widowed in 1982 but  later married Richard Masters, whose parents 
lived at  Ridlands in Ridlands Lane. Bonnie’s grandmother lived in Grubbe 
Street, and Bonnie herself has lived in Wiltshire for nearly thirty years. 
Does any of that ring any bells?
David Wickham

This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in touch if you have anything you 
want to write about, boast about, complain about, comment about, or simply 
say! Contact Neil Mackay, on 01883 723231 or by email: 
mackay717@btinternet.com or David Wickham on 01883 652113 or 
dwickham@indimage.com

mailto:dwickham@indimage.com
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Gardening Notes

FemaleMale

Osteopathy  l  Physiotherapy  l Hydrotherapy  l Massage

Chiropody  l Reflexology  l  Acupuncture  l Hypnotherapy

Aromatherapy  l  Homeopathy  l  Beauty Therapy  l Counselling

Alexander Technique  l  Nutrition  l  ‘Hear Here’  l Yoga & Pilates

Ingledale, 1 Tanhouse Road, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9PE
Telephone (01883) 717277
www.ingledale-centre.co.uk

Ingledale Natural Health Centre
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07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  

Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 



42

May I introduce myself? My name is Dorinda and I am an English 
octogenarian living in Germany. For the last 6 years, my life has been shared 
with a lovely Norfolk Terrier called Katie and obviously two  walks are on 
our agenda each day, whatever the weather. Our favourite route takes us along 
the banks of the River Moselle (yes, that  beautiful wine growing area). I love 
following the lives of various swans – sometimes of course getting too 
attached and upset when tragedies occur. Last  year a really exceptional family 
caught my attention. The parents produced 2 cygnets – one brown and one 
cream. That in itself is a little unusual. I followed their progress and they 
actually got  quite used to this strange old lady talking English to them and 
sometimes feeding them. They grew to be beautiful creatures and caused me 
lots of amusement when they started stealing apples.      

Suddenly the whole family just  disappeared for a couple of weeks. They had 
obviously flown off to explore, but then only three 3 returned. I was really 
worried as I realised that it was the Mother that  was missing and that 
something must be wrong. After intensive searching, I found the Mother 
looking very dejected and sick and, although the family kept returning to see 
her, they were all often under attack from another swan pair. 

I phoned the Bird Sanctuary and I was asked to be present  when they came to 
pick her up…….she had meanwhile started to trust me and ate from my hand. 
I was able to coax her to me and she was easily captured and transported to 

Love and Loyalty
Dorinda Maurer was once a frequent visitor to The Chart. 
Now in her eighties, she tends to stay put in Germany, but  
she still thinks of us, and thought we might be interested in 
hearing about her  swan family. Of course we would!
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the clinic. She had a horrendous wound under her wing and was wasting 
away.   Things didn`t  look good and I was warned that  she would probably 
have to be put to sleep. The Sanctuary was wonderful and kept  me informed; 
she was on antibiotics and special food but did not  seem to be improving as 
the wound was badly infected. The little family kept returning to look for her.

Then suddenly she made an amazing recovery and they were able to put her 
out onto a little lake within the Sanctuary. I went to visit  her and indeed she 
really looked good. On January 22nd I received a call to say she was thought 
fit  enough to cope with being back in the wild – it  was still unsure whether 
she would be able to fly again but she would be brought back to the river. I 
had been searching daily for the family and, although they had now separated, 
I discovered where they frequently hung out  together. When we reached the 
spot, of course there were no swans to be seen for miles. It  was decided, 
however, to free her there.

I stayed for a while, unwilling to leave her alone, and then I decided to pick 
Katie up and return. Mother swan was still on the river bank and I went to 
chat to her. She suddenly became a little agitated and on looking up I saw a 
swan flying in from a neighbouring lake. It landed on the water! How did he 
know?   Amazing!  Mother swan made her way to the water and the two 
swans swam slowly and sedately, almost shyly, towards each other and it  was 
immediately obvious that we had united our pair. They delicately 
synchronised their movements performing one of the most moving 
choreographies that I have ever experienced.   I am already looking forward 
to hopefully following their future together.

Dorinda Maurer
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CONFIDENTIAL 
COUNSELLING

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP
Integrative and Bereavement 

Counsellor

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and 
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders, 

low Self-Esteem, Isolation, 
Loneliness, Infertility,

Miscarriage, Stress

For further information 
without commitment

07507 602744

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre 
01883 717277

Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com
www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk

Chiropodist
Kim Sullivan

SRN RMN

Professional friendly service
in your home

01883 723412
Are your feet complaining?

Give them a treat, 
they deserve it!
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mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
http://www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk
http://www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk
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FREE
THOROUGHBRED HORSE MANURE 

with virtually no straw, sawdust or shavings etc
 Collect from Limpsfield Chart, by wheel barrow or trailer, 

and take it home.  It’s the best food available 
for your plants and flowers. 

 0777 178 4322 .

     

Oil and the Drake Syndicate
Oil prices are going up again and if you use oil for central heating I commend 
the Drake Syndicate to you.  I first heard about  the syndicate in a pub (The 
Rock at Chiddingstone Hoath  if it is of  interest).

The Drake syndicate was set  up by a local retired merchant  banker with two 
aims: bulk buying heating oil to get  the best  possible price, and secondly to 
give a cut to local charities.  Each group select their own charity and for The 
Chart it  is St  Andrew’s Church.  Funds are  run for local churches and 
charities  in areas like Cowden, Edenbridge, Crockham Hill, Four Elms and 
The Chart.  The dividend of 1/2p per litre depends on the oil delivered locally 
– currently St Andrew’s gets just over £100 pa – not much but every little 
helps.

The oil is delivered quarterly by Southern Counties Fuels in November, 
January, April and August.  They send you an email asking whether you 
require a delivery which is a useful reminder to check your tank.  They will 
inform you of the delivery weeks and the driver will give you a call when he 
is on his way.  We have always found Southern Counties courteous and 
helpful, and it is comforting to know you are getting a good price and doing a 
little good on the side.

To get in touch with Southern Counties ring 0345 600 4006 or email 
info@scf.co.uk and quote the Drake Syndicate.  

Neil Mackay

mailto:info@scf.co.uk
mailto:info@scf.co.uk
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U3A 4 U2?
Have you heard of U3A? Well, it stands for The University of the Third Age 
and is open to retired and semi-retired people. But do not let the title put 
you off! Whilst  there are opportunities to join study groups, there are no 
qualifications to achieve, but  to study for its own reward. And there are 
plenty of other interest groups to whet your appetite.

Our nearest is Westerham U3A, which has over 270 members from 
Westerham, Brasted, Oxted, Limpsfield, Tatsfield and Biggin Hill. There is 
an Open Meeting held at  Westerham Hall, Quebec Avenue on the 2nd 
Thursday monthly from 2.00 – 4.00pm and visitors are very welcome. 
There is usually a visiting speaker; on 12 April it  will be Pat Bryer speaking 
on ‘Choice Joyce’ (Grenfell). Afterwards there are tea and cakes and the 
opportunity to chat  with other members and to consider signing up to any of 
the 50 different interest groups that  Westerham U3A offers, ranging from 
allotments to yoga. You can study a language, read books or poetry, keep fit, 
play games, visit theatres or places of interest and much more! If you would 
like more information, visit the Westerham U3A website at 
www.westerhamu3a.org. We’ll look forward to you joining us.

Tony Pearson

The Westerham U3A’s recent Tapas Lunch of the Spanish  
conversation Group held in Limpsfield Chart) 

http://www.westerhamu3a.org/
http://www.westerhamu3a.org/
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       SERIOUS ABOUT SPORT: GREAT FOR FAMILIES & FRIENDS 

x 15 Tennis Courts (7 Floodlit) & 5 Mini Tennis Court & Wall. 

x 6 Squash & Racketball Courts (Heated & Cooled).   
x Badminton Hall & separate Sports Hall for Table Tennis. 

x Gym with the latest machine with ‘Virtual Reality’ programmes. 

x Comprehensive Professional Coaching for all sports. 
x Adults & Juniors welcome at competitive rates. 

Web: www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk   Email: manager@limpsfieldtennis.co.uk 

Limpsfield LTC Detillens Lane, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0DH         Tel. 01883 714079 
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Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd
(formerly Godstone Glass)

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6 
8RF

Tel 01342 893351
07807699781

knowles-stainedglassworks@hotmail.co.uk
www.knowlesstainedglassworks.co.uk

Come and spend a happy and  worthwhile morning at

THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
Charity No 262608

Hoskins Road, Oxted

Learn new skills or perfect old ones under expert guidance, 
free of charge, in bright, friendly and informal surroundings.

We specialise in

Chair reseating in cane, seagrass or upholstery,
Needlecrafts, Sewing, Knitting,

Packaging, Remembrance Day Poppies, etc

Come as often as you like.
We may be able to arrange transport for you.

Do pop in - you can be sure of a friendly welcome.

Contact Dee Graham (01883 715189) for more information.
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Chart Events

Coffee or Tea! 25th April. 11am
For anyone who has read our editorial this issue. Come and have tea or coffee 
at  Pam and David’s house: The High, Kent Hatch Road. It’s part  of the Chart 
News campaign to eradicate loneliness on the Chart. Everybody welcome, 
lonely or not.  
1918 Armistice Day Dinner
To commemorate and celebrate the end of World War One there will be an 
Armistice Day Dinner at  Woldingham Golf Club on Friday, 9th November. 
There will be a three course dinner, followed by our after dinner speaker 
David Walsh. Tickets may be reserved from Clare Carr-Locke 01883 723289,  
priced £45.  Proceeds to the British Legion Poppy Appeal and St  Andrew’s 
Church.
The Chart Fair, 23rd June 2018, 12.00 - 16.00
The Fair is going to be bigger than ever, with the proceeds split between the 
Church and the community. So come along and have fun, or have your own 
stall. 
National Trust Log Sales.  As readers will know the National Trust  Task 
force has Saturday morning log sales from time to time.  Martin Edser, the 
Task Force leader, has asked that anyone who would like to be put on the 
mailing list for dates, please email lorna@chartcroft.com.  These logging 
events have been very successful in raising voluntary funds for Task Force 
tools and protective clothing.
Blankets for Needy People.  Baa Baa Black Sheep, have you any wool?  Well 
not necessarily ‘three bags full’ but a number of Chart ladies are knitting wool 
blankets for people who really need them.  Pat  Leonard writes that  they are 
desperate for wool, so if you have any tucked away in the back of a drawer 
they would be very glad to make good use of it.  Please ring Pat  Leonard 
723270.
Bulk  Rubbish  – Biffa will collect  on Saturday, 28th April, 12-2.15 in 
Stoneleigh Road.
Hearing Aid Maintenance Clinic.  We have noticed that a lot of first 
Mondays in the month are Bank Holidays. We are therefore changing the 
clinics to the second Monday in the  month starting on Monday 7th April, at 
St. Andrew’s hall. From 2.30 - 3.30pm. Come for a cup of tea! Queries to 
Wendy Harvey 723153 or Ruth Rainbird 713683.

mailto:lorna@chartcroft.com
mailto:lorna@chartcroft.com
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Stockenden 
Farm
Diary

With the turkey season out of the way, it was time to turn my attention to the 
sheep.  This entailed bringing them back from a neighbouring farm so that we 
could scan them.  This involves us bunching them up and trying to get them 
to run down a channel and into a cage next to the scanner.  A lot  of the older 
ewes are knowingly hesitant and need a little persuasion (i.e. practically 
having to lift  them in!).  Luckily my son was back from university and 
cautiously agreed to help me with this task.  I can tell you, if he needed any 
convincing not  to follow in my farming footsteps, this was it.  So, after one 
and a half hours of scanning the ewes, we finished in an exhausted heap.  I 
promised him a well-earned pint.  The upside was that the lambing percentage 
was fairly high with 50% ewes with doubles, 10% triplets and the rest with 
singles.

As scanning took place on 4th January it was too early to bring them into the 
lambing sheds and there was still lots of grass for them to graze on.  
Unfortunately, towards the end of January the cold and wet weather made 
grazing miserable for them.  To save the ground being poached, I brought 
them in on 25th January and they are now warm and snug eating hay and 
concentrates.  This also makes it  possible to do their feet  and trim up tails and 
bellies to make it easier for the new-born lambs to suckle.
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Gu4ers																																																																																																
Cleaned
Unblocked
Repaired
References	available
Call	John	Mulley
Tel:	01883	716245
Mob:	07711	747640

The final job before lambing was to inject the ewes with a vaccine called 
Heptavac P which protects the lambs against  seven different diseases.  
Otherwise, no field work at the moment was possible as it was far too wet, 
the only task being to keep the pigeons off the oil seed rape as for the next 
two months they can devastate a crop.

On the Brexit front, Michael Gove has given his five-year transition period 
for agriculture.  He seems to have attempted to appeal to everyone, except 
those in farming.  He has not been able to give us a properly coherent  plan, 
and higher animal welfare and environmental standards will definitely be 
required.  Does this mean that by leaving the red tape of the European Union 
behind, we will be increasing our own?  As a farmer, all I can wish for is that 
going forward the public will increase their awareness of animal welfare 
standards and continue to support locally and ethically sourced produce.

Tony Wilkins
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St	Andrew’s	Church	 Wendy	Harvey	 	 723153

Bell	Ringers	 	 Ian	Day		 	 01959	561691

BriPsh	Legion	 	 Colin	Foley	 	 722105

Carpenters	Arms	 Joal	Tauri/Vicky	Jordan		722209

Chart	News	 	 Neil	Mackay	 	 723231

																																												David	Wickham		 01883	652113

Chart	Singers	 	 Alison	Cooper	 	 01732	669447

Cricket	Club	 	 Sue	O’Rourke	 	 734587

	Golf	Club	 	 Keith	Johnson	 	 723405

Limpsfield	School	 Jenny	Baird	 	 723183

Memorial	Stores	 Kerry	Daniels 	 	 713306

NaPonal	Trust	Warden	 Mark	Richards	 	 07770	887679

St	Andrew’s	Fairs 	 Brenda	Po\le	 	 715980

St	Andrew’s	Hall 	 Lorna	Tooth	 	 730310

The	Chapel	 	 Jonathan	Avery		 382492

Toddler	Group	 	 Catherine	Kinnear	 723659

					If	you	have	any	suggesPons	or	correcPons	for	the	NoPceboard
Please	contact	Neil	Mackay	on	723231	or	mackay717@bPnternet.com

mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
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Chart Advertising
The Chart News is entirely dependent on advertising to 
cover its costs.  Please support our advertisers, and let 
them know about Chart News when ever you use them or 
buy their services. 

We are always seeking new advertisers and our rates are 
very reasonable.  Please help by encouraging new 
enquiries to melaniecalver@ntlworld.com.

Your	LOCAL	Community	Shop
(established	in	2000	by	local	residents)

Whether	you’d	like	to	become	a	new	member,	interested	in	becoming	
a	volunteer	or	want	to	come	in	to	shop,	we'd	love	to	see	you.	But	
come	and	support	us.

Monday	to	Friday:	7.30am	–	5.30pm

Saturday:		8.00am	–	12.30pm
Sunday:		8.00	am		-	12.00	pm	(Post	Office	closed)

Drop	in,	call	01883	713306	or	visit	www.limpsfield	stores.co.uk

•	Post	Office
•	Fresh	Produce
•	Groceries	
•	Newsagent	
•	StaPonery	
•	Household	supplies
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Colin Graves

The NHS should mean  “No” to Brexit
Many people reading this will have voted to leave the European Union: hard 
to believe that it  is now almost  two years since the referendum which so 
divided our country. Walking with our golden retriever Isla, in the clear 
winter sunshine, over the beautiful rolling fields with which we are blessed 
surrounding the Chart, it is equally hard to believe that  so many of us can 
have felt so dissatisfied with our lot as to think it  worth the risk and upheaval 
of undoing what has been the work of Britain in Europe over the last 50 years 
or more. And so the sun sets behind the hills this evening on a different 
Britain. Based on the outcome of the referendum and the actions of the 
government since - including the triggering of Article 50, giving our EU 
partners notice of our intention to leave - our country is a different place. 

Now, you didn’t open the Chart  News for an argument about  Brexit, and I 
won’t linger on the case for or against, beyond saying that  as a doctor, I have 
seen changes which give me cause to fear for the future of healthcare in our 
country. In my role as medical director at  University College Hospital (UCH) 
in London, I see first  hand evidence that in the NHS, the diversity of our 
workforce is a huge benefit - patients receive better care, day in and day out, 
as a result  of the expertise and commitment  of our doctors and nurses from 
overseas. Our workforce at UCH is made up of staff from over 100 nations. 
Since the referendum, no longer do we live in an appealing place for nurses 
from continental Europe to come and care for patients in the NHS - 
applications from the EU have fallen by over 90% since June 2016. 
Meanwhile, the number of nurses leaving the UK has risen by 67%. Not with 
any reasonable justification could we claim as a nation to be “making the UK 
an attractive and accessible place for doctors from other countries” to come 
and work, a condition stated recently by the Royal College of Physicians as a 
key requirement for delivering high quality patient care. Indeed, it is hard to 
imagine a policy more at  odds with this aspiration than one of exiting the 
European Union.

As a British European, the message the UK was sending to my colleagues 
from abroad made me uneasy and unable just  to stand by and watch what was 
happening. Like most of us I suspect, I had taken our open and tolerant 
society for granted - Brexit feels like an affront to this. 

Spurred into some sort  of action, I started by joining an anti-Brexit march in 
London in the spring last  year. Thousands of us stretching back along 
Piccadilly and Park Lane, rallying in Parliament Square under blue skies and 
blue and yellow flags, standing beneath the statue of Churchill and 
wondering what on earth the great man of Chartwell would have made of it 
all. Later last summer at  an event in Brighton, I listened to their MP Caroline 
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Lucas, condemning Brexit as a “betrayal of our young” - our population aged 
less than 45 years old voted resoundingly to remain in the union.

In the autumn, I went  along to an evening organised by Open Britain in 
Hampstead, up the road from where I work, to hear Alastair Campbell speak. 
He was late arriving, he explained, after stopping to help an unwell person on 
the street  - and when he phoned for help, being advised that  an ambulance 
might  take up to two hours to arrive. Alastair spoke passionately and 
impressively for 40 minutes or so, after which I had the opportunity to ask him 
why the impact of Brexit  on the NHS wasn’t featuring more prominently in the 
national debate. We both thought it  should be and as a consequence, I was 
lucky enough to be invited to write a personal perspective, which was 
published in The New European newspaper (if you are interested, it’s available 
to read online).

Who knows whether anything can make a difference, but this is a Brexit which 
was voted upon in ignorance of the facts and the consequences; which our 
young people denounce; and which our public services, including our NHS, 
will pay for dearly. It is a Brexit against  which I will continue to speak out, in 
hope of walking the fields and seeing the sun set on a nation which is open, 
welcoming and influential once again.

Dr Charles House
drchouse@gmail.com
Twitter @ch323
The editors would consider any article from a Chart News reader on the effect 
of Brexit on the NHS. 

A fresh look at Limpsfield Chart Golf Club
With new signs appearing and a steady stream of new members strolling 
through the smart  new entrance, Limpsfield Chart  Golf Club has become 
something of a talking point  in recent  months.  In fact this is the original 
entrance to the club which has been restored, and the original gates were found 
in the shrubbery. The new entrance was opened by Guy Innes of the Titsey 
Foundation in December, thus maintaining the link between Titsey Place and 
the golf course.  The Golf Club has been present  in the community of 
Limpsfield since 1889, and it  was time after 129 years for it to show its face 
instead of remaining hidden behind a large hedge.  It  is one of the oldest  golf 
clubs in Surrey and the new gateway reflects a move by the Club to embrace 
and welcome the community with membership and playing packages that  are 
designed to present golf as a game that  can be played in half the time (and for 
half the money)  that is the general perception.   “Become a member here and 
you’ll be joining a family.  It’s a special atmosphere which rather sells itself” 
says Pete Master the club’s men’s captain.  

Daphne Mackay

mailto:drchouse@gmail.com
mailto:drchouse@gmail.com
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Jenny Baird 

Is it really getting wetter? 
In spite of our perceptions in the past couple of months – definitely not!  But, ‘just 
a moment’  I hear you exclaim, ‘never mind the rain, what about that freeze up at 
the end of February?’  Well, perhaps a word  on that does not come amiss, for it was 
indeed cold, a minimum of -9.5o being the lowest since -13o in 1989.  Unlike other 
parts of the country, though, there was relatively little snow (not that this did not 
cause mayhem on the main roads in Oxted and Westerham one afternoon!)  But 
returning to the rainfall, January and February together were about 7% below 
average.  So ‘No’, it was not a particularly wet start to the year.  But,  as we all 
know, changes in weather and climate need to be looked at over much longer 
periods of time than a few months.  Although we have lived on the Chart for over 
three decades, that of course, is not really long-term in the context of any changes 
in weather patterns.

 

Nevertheless, it is interesting to look at what has happened over the 25 years for 
which I have collected data.  The chart shows the annual mean rainfall for five year 
periods and the (nearly) horizontal line shows the trend over that period.  You can 
see that the trend line shows only a very slight increase over that period because the 
increasing average rainfall over the first three periods has been almost negated by 
the lower levels in the last three periods, even though these were also increasing.  
Even the chart for this period shows the problem of the short term.  You don’t need 
a trend line to see that there was a steady increase in the first 15 years and a more 
modest one (at lower levels) for the second period of 15 years.  So looking at those 
periods separately suggests a rather higher rate of increase than when examining 
the full period.  I have not checked the literature, but my guess is that a century 
represents the absolute minimum period over which one can make any useful 
observations on whether it is getting wetter or drier.  Perhaps it is a reminder that 
we are potentially on a fool’s errand if we jump to conclusions based on a few 
years (and still more so if we rely on our memories!

PJO
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41 YEARS OF CARING FOR YOUR CARS

SERVICE AND REPAIRS  TO ALL MAKES
BATTERIES
EXHAUSTS

TYRES
MOTS - PETROL AND DIESEL

FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
01883 715779

OLD OXTED SERVICE STATION, HIGH STREET, OLD OXTED, SURREY RH8 9LN

LANGDALE 
LANDSCAPES

Ltd

Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & Construction

www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
01732 700199

Company Reg No. 4151818
V.A.T Reg. No. 724747126
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PLATINUM PLUMBING

Your friendly and reliable local plumber

- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms
- Free estimates
- City & Guilds qualified
- Fully insured
- DIY jobs rescued
- No call out charge
- Clean & tidy work

Andrew Barter B.Sc.
01959 562784   07891 782727
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Open season: 16th May to 26th Sept 2018. 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every 
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank 
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30, 
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days:  
20 May, 17 June, 22 July, 19 Aug

OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

Information Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic views, 
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family 
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection 
of porcelain and a marvellous set of 
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After 
visiting the mansion house and grounds, 
why not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available.
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